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Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on March 24, 2005. 
Claims 48-61, 63-65, 67-76, 78-82, 84-88, 90-93, and 95-100 are pending in this 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 48-55, 57-61, 63-65, 67-69, 72-76, 78-82, 84-88, 90-93, and 95-100 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nierlich (6519509) in 
view of Anderson (6578142) and in further view of Ambrose (6553563). 

Regarding claims 48, 63, 92, and 98, Nierlich discloses a method of integrating a 
software system over a network, comprising: (a) receiving an order for a software 
system from a user for a user system at a server over the network (Column 5, lines 31 - 
33); (b) configuring the user system over the network (Column 5, lines 39 - 45; Column 
6, lines 58 - 60); and (c) installing the software system on the user system over the 
network (Column 5, lines 45 - 46); and wherein the software system comprises a power 
control system (Column 3, lines 26 - 30), but Nierlich does not explicitly indicate 
developing at least one softare application for the software system; customizing a 
screen display for the software system over the network; and integrating at least one 
software application and the screen design for the application to produce an integrated 
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software system. Anderson teaches a system of initializing software applications on a 
computer and the steps of (d) transmitting the order for a software system to a 
development facility (Column 3, line 64 - Column 4, line 3); and (e) receiving at least 
one software application for the software system from the development facility (Column 
5, lines 33 - 38). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use Anderson's teaching on Nierlich's remote 
installation of a power management control system in order to give the user more 
control over what items are going to be placed based on the configuration of the user 
system (Column 5, lines 21 - 38). Ambrose teaches a software development system 
that includes customizing screen designs for the software applications (Column 6, lines 
5-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ambrose's teachings and Anderson's disclosure of 
software development in order to allow the user to develop the graphic menu as part of 
the creation process of the software application in order to have those graphic menus 
as personalized to the system as possible (Column 6, lines 5-11). 

Regarding claims 78, 84, and 99, Nierlich in combination with Anderson 
discloses a method of integrating a software system over a network comprising: (a) 
receiving user information over the network (Anderson, Column 5, lines 14-17); (b) 
creating at least one software application based on at least the received user 
information (Anderson, Column 5, lines 26,- 30); (c) configuring a user system over the 
network (Anderson, Column 5, lines 11 - 21); (d) downloading the at least one software 
application to the user system (Anderson, Column 3, lines 57-64); (e) configuring user 
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devices over the network to support the at least one software application (Nierlich, 
Column 5, lines 5-17; Column 5, lines 54 - 60); (f) testing the at least one software 
application over the network (Nierlich, Column 10, lines 17 - 22); and wherein the 
software system comprises a power control system (Nierlich, Column 3, lines 26 - 30), 
but Nierlich does customizing a screen display for the software system over the 
network; and integrating at least one software application and the screen design for the 
application to produce an integrated software system. Ambrose teaches a software 
development system that includes customizing screen designs for the software 
applications (Column 6. lines 5-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Ambrose's teachings and 
Anderson's disclosure of software development in order to allow the user to develop the 
graphic menu as part of the creation process of the software application in order to have 
those graphic menus as personalized to the system as possible (Column 6, lines 5 - 
11). 

Regarding claims 90, 91, and 100, Nierlich in combination with Anderson 
discloses a method of integrating a software system over a network, comprising: (a) 
receiving an order for a software system from a user at a server over the network 
(Anderson, Column 3, lines 49 - 55; Column 9, lines 9-11; Nierlich, Column 5, lines 31 
- 33)); (b) transmitting the order for a software system to a development facility 
(Anderson, Column 3, line 64 - Column 4, line 3); (c) receiving at least one software 
application for the software system from the development facility (Anderson, Column 5, 
lines 33 - 38); (d) installing the software system on a user system over the network 
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(Anderson, Column 3, lines 57 - 64); and (e) starting up operation of the software 
system over the network (Anderson, Column 3, lines 48 - 56); and wherein the software 
system comprises a power control system (Nierlich, Column 3, lines 26 - 30), but 
Nierlich does customizing a screen display for the software system over the network; 
and integrating at least one software application and the screen design for the 
application to produce an integrated software system. Ambrose teaches a software 
development system that includes customizing screen designs for the software 
applications (Column 6, lines 5-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Ambrose's teachings and 
Anderson's disclosure of software development in order to allow the user to develop the 
graphic menu as part of the creation process of the software application in order to have 
those graphic menus as personalized to the system as possible (Column 6, lines 5 - 
11). 

Regarding claims 49, 64, and 93, Nierlich discloses that the network comprises 
the Internet (Column 3, lines 9-12; lines 22 - 26). 

Regarding claims 50 and 65, Nierlich does not explicitly indicate the steps of: (d) 
transmitting the order for a software system to a development facility; and (e) receiving 
at least one software application for the software system from the development facility. 
Anderson teaches a system of initializing software applications on a computer and the 
steps of (d) transmitting the order for a software system to a development facility 
(Column 3, line 64 - Column 4, line 3); and (e) receiving at least one software 
application for the software system from the development facility (Column 5, lines 33 - 
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38). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Anderson's teaching on Nierlich's remote installation of a 
power management control system in order to give the user more control over what 
items are going to be placed based on the configuration of the user system (Column 5, 
lines 21 -38). 

Regarding claims 51 and 66, Nierlich in combination with Anderson discloses a 
step of (f) developing at least one software application for the software system 
(Anderson, Column 5, lines 33 - 38). 

Regarding claims 52, and 67, Nierlich in combination with Anderson discloses 
the step of (g) testing the at least one software application (Nierlich, Column 10, lines 17 
-22). 

Regarding claim 53 and 68, Nierlich in combination with Anderson discloses the 
step of (h) developing at least one software application for the software system 
(Anderson, Column 5, lines 33 - 38), wherein developing the at least one software 
application comprises the steps of: (i) receiving user information over the network 
(Anderson, Column 5, lines 14 - 17); G) preparing a project design for the software 
application based on the user information (Anderson, Column 5, lines 26 - 30); (k) 
transmitting the project design to the user over the network (Anderson, Column 5, lines 
25 - 26); (1) receiving user feedback over the network; and (m) revising the project 
design until the user feedback does not contain change requests (Anderson, Column 5, 
lines 33 - 38). 
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Regarding claim 54 and 69, Nierlich in combination with Anderson and Ambrose 
discloses the steps of (n) developing at least one software application (Anderson, 
Column 5, lines 33 - 38); (o) creating supplier links for ordering material over the 
network (Anderson, Column 5, lines 36 - 38); and (q) integrating the at least one 
software application, the supplier links and the screen design for the application to 
produce an integrated software system (Anderson, Column 5, lines 36 - 38). 

Regarding claim 55, the combination of Nierlich, Anderson, and Ambrose 
discloses that customizing a screen design comprises at least one of the steps of 
creating a new human machine interface project; starting up a configuration application 
over the network (Nierlich, Column 5, lines 31 - 56); adding devices using the 
configuration application; adding trend points to a historical database; creating a one 
line diagram screen; creating trend and tabular screens for each device; setting 
passwords for each user; and testing the screen design with a dynamic data exchange 
simulator to ensure functionality. 

Regarding claims 57 and 72, Nierlich discloses that starting up operation of the 
software system over the network (Column 5, lines 31 - 56), and wherein the starting up 
operation of the software system over the network comprises a step of (bb) configuring 
user devices over the network to support the software system (Column 5, lines 40 - 59) 
and testing the software system on the user system (Column 6, lines 50 - 52; lines 58 - 
65; Column 1 0, lines 1 7 - 22). 
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Regarding claims 58 and 73, Nierlich discloses the step of (cc) supporting the 
software system on the user system over the network after start up (Column 5, line 63 
- Column 6, line 6). 

Regarding claims 59 and 74, Nierlich discloses the step of (dd) starting up 
operation of the software system over the network (Column 5, lines 31 - 56). 

Regarding claims 60, 61 , 75, and 76, Nierlich discloses that the user system 
comprises at least one of a personal computer, a mainframe, and a network (Column 3, 
lines 27 - 30; lines 1 - 8). 

Regarding claims 79, 80, 81, 82, 85, 86, 87, and 88, Nierlich discloses that the 
user system comprises at least one of a personal computer, a mainframe, and a 
network (Column 3, lines 27 - 30; lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 95, Nierlich in combination with Anderson discloses a software 
development module configured to develop software over the network (Anderson, 
Column 5, lines 33 - 38). 

Regarding claim 96, the combination of Nierlich and Anderson in view of 
Ambrose teaches a screen design module configured to customize a screen design 
over the network (Column 6, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 97, Nierlich in combination with Anderson discloses a supplier 
link module configured to create supplier links for ordering material over the network 
(Anderson, Column 5, lines 33 - 38). 

Claims 56 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nierlich (6519509) in view of Anderson (6578142) and in further view of 
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Ambrose (6553563) as applied to claims 48-55, 57-61, 63-65, 67-69, 72-76, 78-82, 
84-88, 90-93, and 95-100 above, and further in view of Eller (6643555). 

Regarding claims 56 and 71, the combination of Nierlich and Anderson in view of 
Ambrose discloses that installing the software system on a user system over the 
network comprises the steps of: and the at least one software application onto the user 
system over the network (Anderson, Column 3, lines 57 - 59); and transferring the 
integrated application from a development system to the user system over the network 
(Anderson, Column 5, lines 14 - 21), but does not indicate installing human machine 
interface software. Eller teaches a system for developing software (Column 4, lines 41 

- 47) that includes developing software that includes HMI software (Column 8, lines 54 

- 59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Eller's system of developing software for systems that 
control and monitor smart devices in Nierlich's system in order to allow all parts of the 
system to be developed and be operation from one development source and be fully 
integrated (Column 1 , lines 52 - 61 ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 70 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 

would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 

base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The primary reason for allowance is that the examiner has found that the prior art 

of record does not teach or suggest or render a system with the means for configuring a 
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system for power management over a network, which includes developing at least one 
software application for the system. More specifically, the prior art does not disclose or 
teach a software development system that received user information over a network 
and develops a software application and integrates a customized screen design. Where 
the customization of the screen design includes adding devices to the a configuration 
application, adding trend points to a historical database, creating a one line diagram 
screen, creating trend and tabular screens for each device, and testing the screen 
design with a dynamic data exchange simulator to ensure functionality. These 
differences are present in the specification and in dependent claim 70. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 48, 63, 78, 84, 90-92, and 98-100 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 54 and 69 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The applicant argues that the reference, 
Anderson does not disclose creating supplier links and integrating the supplier links into 
the software system. The examiner disagrees, the reference Anderson discloses linking 
the client to third party suppliers for information, allowing the client to choose options 
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based on those suppliers and integrate the client's selections of the suppliers links into 
the software system (Anderson, Column 5, lines 21 - 38). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U. S. Patent No. 6476828 issued to Burkett, because it discloses building a 
graphical user interface for a software application. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3980. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). . L Bji 
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